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Skeleton lesson of the first lesson about Harry Potter

Basic information :

Year :

4 ASO

Grade :

2nd grade

IDS:  

This class is a very strong ASO class.  The pupils are used to read more difficult 



texts and they are very good in reading, writing and speaking.  Although the 



Harry Potter books are very famous, I’d like to start from the very base.  Pupils who


don’t know the books or the films will have no problem following this lesson.

AIM:

The book “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone” is being introduced.  The pupils 


will have to read the whole book in three weeks time.

Main objective:
This is a lesson based on skills namely the reading and the audio-visual skill.  The pupils are able to answer questions about texts and about a small film.  These activities are introducing the new book they have to read.  

This lesson is taught because the pupils are able to read the book properly.  That’s why a few “difficult” terms are being introduced and the main characters are being presented.

Skeleton lesson:
1. Introduction

MATERIAL: HAND-OUT PAGE 1

TIME: 7 MINUTES
The pupils get an article written by Rita Skeeter out of the “Daily Prophet”.  

Teacher asks:

· Who has read any Harry Potter books?

· Who has seen the movies?

· Do you like them?  What do you like about them?

· Why does Rita Skeeter think it is annoying that J.K. Rowling has written books about Harry Potter?

· Who is Harry Potter?

· What has happened to him?

· Can someone tell a little bit more about the Philosopher’s Stone but DON’T tell the end already.

MATERIAL: HAND-OUT PAGE 2

TIME: 2 MINUTES
The pupils turn to page 2 in their hand-outs. Pupils read the text at the beginning of the page.  They have got a task.  They are the new ministry of magic and they have to do some tasks in order to save the wizardry world.

2. Middle

2.1 Task 1: The author of the Harry Potter books
MATERIAL: HAND-OUT PAGE 2 AND 3 + THE DVD ABOUT “J.K. ROWLING: AUTHOR OF THE HARRY POTTER BOOKS”

TIME: 10 MINUTES
The pupils get their first task.  They have to watch a small piece of the DVD about “J.K. Rowling: Author of the Harry Potter Books”.  This DVD gives information about the author and why exactly these books are worth reading.  You also get to know J.K. Rowling and you can see her first speech, after the publication of “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”.

(a) Skimming Phase

The pupils get to see the small part twice.  They have to answer first at the True or False questions on their hand-outs page 2

1. J.K. Rowling wasn’t very surprised about the success  

True / False

of the Harry Potter books.

2. J.K. Rowling has got many ideas for her next books.

True / False

3. Boys don’t read the Harry Potter books because they

True / False
think these books have been written by a woman.

4. People like these books because of the fantasy and the

True / False

scariness
(b) Scanning Phase

The pupils will have to see the movie for the second time.  They have to answer these “bigger” questions:

1.) Why are J.K. Rowlings books so successful?

Because they are truly unique.  Nobody has ever done this before.  People also like to read them because of the fantasy and imagination.  And above that they are really scary.

2.) Does J.K. Rowling want to write something else?

No, she doesn’t.  She really wants to write the following Harry Potter books.
3.) Why did J.K. Rowling used her initials?  What do they stand for?

Boys tend to think that the Harry Potter books are written by a man, and that’s sometimes why they read them.  That’s why J.K. Rowling was very clever to use them.  J.K. stands for Joanne Kathleen.
2.2 Task 2: Vocabulary
MATERIAL: HAND-OUTS PAGE 3 and 4

TIME: 6’00 MINUTES
The pupils are being introduced into vocabulary that regularly returns in the Harry Potter books.  The pupils have to fill these questions in by using their foreknowledge.  They do the exercise in pairs.  The exercise is corrected afterwards.

First exercise: WAND – CLOAK – BROOM – SNITCH
Second exercise:

If something is invisible it means that:

· You can’t hear it

· You can’t see it

· You can’t smell it

If someone is a philosopher, he’s …

· A very stupid man

· A very wise man who thinks a lot

· A teacher

Hogwarts is a:

· School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

· Ministry of magic
· A hospital for magical injuries
2.3 Task 3: Text fragment and the movie
MATERIAL: HAND-OUTS PAGE 4 AND 5 AND HARRY POTTER MOVIE “THE PHILOSPHER’S STONE”

TIME: 15’00 MINUTES
The pupils read the fragment about “Diagon Alley” in silence.  The answer the first two questions in pairs.  This is corrected afterwards.

Questions:

1. What’s different from the Muggle world with the wizardry world?

We don’t have secret streets and we certainly can’t open them with a wand (because we don’t have wands neither.) The shops are totally different than our shops.  We don’t have a shop selling owls and selling racing brooms,…

2. Which shops are mentioned?  

· a cauldron shop

· Apothecary

· Eeylops Owl Emporium

· A shop selling racing brooms

· Shop selling robes

· Shops selling telescopes and strange silver instruments

· Book shop

· Potion shops
The pupils first read the questions about the movie.  

The pupils watch the small part about Diagon Alley (DVD: “Philospher’s Stone).  

The pupils get some time to answer the questions about Diagon Alley.

1.) indicate the shops who are also mentioned in the film

· A shop selling racing brooms

· Shop selling robes

· Book shop

· Eeylops Owl Emporium
2.) Which shops are also mentioned in the film but not in the book?

· a flower shop

3.) Which animals can you see in the movie, that you normally don’t find in a Muggle street?

· bats

· owls
4.) Would you like to go shopping at Diagon Alley?   What would you like to buy?
3. Ending

MATERIAL: HAND-OUTS PAGE 6 till 11 AND FLASHCARDS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS

TIME 10’OO MINUTES

The pupils do the questionnaire about the main characters in Harry Potter.  The test gives information about who they would be in the Harry Potter movie.  Meanwhile the characters are being introduced.

The teacher has large flashcards of the main characters, and while the pupils read their results, she shows the main characters.

The pupils who more a little bit more about the characters may tell the others as long as they don’t spoil the ending!

Afterwards the letter of Dumbledore is being read and the teacher explains the task.  They have to read the book in 3 weeks.
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