Fantasy: an introduction to the genre with examples from Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter
1. Some vocabulary

· Genre: a particular type of art, writing, music,etc. which has certain characteristics that all examples of this type share.
· Plot: the set of connected events that a story, film, etc. is based on.

· Recurrence: an occasion when something that has happened before, happens again.

· Secondary (world): coming after or developing from something else, of the same type.

· Fantastical: unreal and strange

· Protagonist: the most important character in a play, film, or story.

· Antagonist: your opponent in a competition, battle, quarrel, etc.

· The Shires: country areas in the central part of England: (Tolkien used it as a name for ‘Hobbitland’)

· Space: all of the space in which everything exists, and in which everything has a position or direction.

· Mission: something you feel you must do because it is your duty.

· Quest: a long search for something

· Tension: a situation in which different needs, forces, or influences pull in different directions and make the situation difficult.

· Closure/Resolution: the act of finding a way to deal with a difficulty.

Fill in the blanks:

The _______________ of fantasy consists of a fairly simple ___________: in a ____________world, a_______________ has to battle against_____________. This creates ___________ in the story. The ________________ of the protagonist is that he should make sure there is _______________ of peace after a period of chaos, also called ___________ /______________. Sometimes this means that the hero must search for something; this is called a ______________.
2. Defining the genre

Definition from The Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature:
Fantasy, a term used (in the context of children’s literature) to describe works of fiction, written by a specific author (i.e. not traditional) and usually novel-length, which involve the supernatural or some other unreal element. (Carpenter in Nikolajeva, 1988: 7)
BUT:
· not only children read the books and watch the movies of Harry Potter or Lord of the Rings
· quite vague terms: unreal/supernatural

Tolkien himself gives a better explanation:
What really happens is that the story-maker proves a successful “sub-creator”. He makes a Secondary World which your mind can enter. Inside it, what he relates is “true”: it accords with the laws of that world. You therefore believe it, while you are, as it were, inside. The moment disbelief arises, the spell is broken; the magic, or rather art, has failed. (Tolkien, 1938: 18)

· Is this (LOTR / Potter) world totally different than ours? NO 

· A part is ‘mimesis’ (imitation): Tolkien designed a map of his World, Rowling also fitted in the ‘normal world’: for example London + a part is  ‘fantasy’: ceiling of Hogwarts great hall is bewitched.
3. Comparing Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings
The differences:
LOTR

· Secondary, closed world: Middle-Earth but this does not mean Hobbits can’t have human feelings: Frodo cries when his uncle Bilbo leaves, love scene with Aragorn and Arwen,…
· High Fantasy films tend to feature a more richly developed fantasy world, and may also be more character-oriented or thematically complex. Often, they feature a hero of humble origins and a clear distinction between good and evil set against each other in an epic struggle. 

POTTER
· Secondary, open world: Harry Potter and the philosopher’s stone (first book): here there are two worlds: perfectly normal England:
Mr and Mrs Dursley, of number four, Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly normal, thank you very much. They were the last people you’d expect to be involved in anything strange or mysterious, because they didn’t hold with such nonsense. Mr Dursley was the director of a firm called Grunnings, which made drills. He was a big, beefy man with hardly any neck, although he did have a very large moustache. Mrs Dursley was thin and blonde and had nearly twice the usual amount of neck, which came very useful as she spent so much of her time craning over garden fences, spying on the neighbours. The Dursleys had a small son called Dudley and in their opinion there was no finer boy anywhere. (Rowling, 2000: 7) 

Versus:
It was a tiny, grubby-looking pub. If Hagrid hadn’t pointed it out, Harry wouldn’t have noticed it was there. The people hurrying by didn’t glance at it. Their eyes slid from the big book shop on one side to the record shop on the other as if they couldn’t see the Leaky Cauldron at all. In fact, Harry had the most peculiar feeling that only he and Hagrid could see it. (Rowling, 2000: 78)

Because there are two different worlds there has to be a shift and in Harry Potter’s case there is the messenger: Hagrid introducing Harry to the ‘secondary’ world. 
· Another important sub-genre of fantasy films that has become more popular in recent years is Contemporary Fantasy. Such films feature magical effects or supernatural occurrences happening in the "real" world of today. The most prominent example in the early 21st century is the Harry Potter series of films adapted from the novels of J.K. Rowling.
4. Subgenres within the films/books:
1. Series books: similar covers, same writer, follow up content, similar titles

2. Ghost story: Nazgul/oa.Moaning Myrtle and Nearly Headless Nick
3. Horror: Voldemort/evil Sauron, Smeagol turning into Gollem 
4. Reference to school stories: Hogwarts is a good example of a private school where pupils belong to different ‘houses’ (eg. Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw) and sport at school: Quidditch

5. Bildungsroman: Harry growing up learning about his true identity as wizard
6. Epic genre: LOTR is a story of heroes defeating the chaos in their world (heldenverhaal) 
THIS all supports credibility

5. Discussion 
(leave some space for the correct answers if you are not sure)
· Good versus evil: give your opinion, you can use this quote

‘While Good can imagine what it would look like to be Evil, Evil can not imagine what it would look like to be Good.’ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Many characters are each others opposites: give examples yourself:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· What about the heroes of these stories: is there but one hero in each?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Understanding Lord of the Rings:

· SPACE: contrast Shire versus Mordor: the idyllic land versus the legendary evil dark lord Sauron’s land
· TIME: Sauron has restored his army, his force is growing, the ring is seeking his master
· HERO: someone is needed who can bear the ring and ‘cast it into the fires of Mount Doom’ 
· Choosing the hero: Gandalf visits Frodo and his uncle, secondly Galadriel says ‘ this task was appointed to you’, he is part of a bigger project: ‘fate has chosen him’ so the community gives him this task but he ‘s not a characteristic hero: ‘the most unlikely person imaginable’
· MISSION: ‘the ring must be destroyed’ in order to return to a peaceful past

1. Frodo can not do it alone: FELLOWSHIP= HELPERS
2. OPPONENTS try and work against the hero:

[image: image1]This opposition creates tension in the story and creates empathy with the good characters

· PROBLEM SOLVING: battle: ‘the forces of Sauron are already moving, they will find the ring and kill the one who carries it!’, ‘evil will hunt them’, ‘the enemy has many spies’(birds), ‘the ring is trying to get back to its master’: tension rises because we know the bad ones have raised an army/gain helpers themselves (the wizard) the orcs. 
· RESOLUTION/CLOSURE: Mission completed: ring destroyed
Understanding Harry Potter: 
Try and find out how the story is plotted:
· SPACE: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· TIME: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· HERO: ………………………………………………………………………….

· Choosing the hero: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· MISSION: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

1. HELPERS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. OPPONENTS try and work against the hero:………………………………………………………………….

[image: image2]This opposition creates tension in the story and creates empathy with the good characters

· PROBLEM SOLVING: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· RESOLUTION/CLOSURE: Mission completed?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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